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taxes, therefore, fall at last upon "the rich and idle con-
sumer of the manufacture, who can draw nothing back from
anybody. . . . The whole reimbursement of all former pay-
ments and repayments lands upon him." Hence Steuart
concludes, " How absurd therefore, is it either to say that all
taxes fall ultimately upon land; or as others, for no better
reason, pretend, that they fall upon trade." " Proportional
taxes never can fall either upon, or affect any person but the
idle; that is to say the not industrious consumer."l

With regard to what he calls cumulative taxes, Steuart
lays down the general rule that "the nature of all these taxes,
is, to affect the possessions, income and profits of every indi-
vidual, without putting it in their power to draw them back
in any way whatever; consequently, such taxes tend very
little towards enhancing the price of commodities."2 These
taxes ought, therefore, in his opinion, generally to be dis-
countenanced. Taxes on land, he thinks, do not augment
the price of wheat as similar taxes on commodities raise the
price of excisable goods; for, if the proprietor were to at-
tempt to raise the price of his grain in proportion to the tax,
his farmer who pays no land tax would undersell him.3 All
attempts to levy a tax on money, however, he regards as
certain to fail. A tax on trade profits, again, although it
tends to rest on profits, is not to be recommended, because,
"although they appear to be income, I rather consider them
as stock, which ought not to be taxed." 4 Steuart's final con-
clusion is expressed in these words: " I conclude that no
objection can lie against proportional taxes, so far as they
affect the industrious; because they draw them compleatly
back: and that great objections lie against cumulative taxes,
when they affect the industrious, because they cannot draw
them back; and consequently, they may affect the physical-
necessary of the contributor, in case no profit should remain
to him upon his labour. On the other hand, I think little
objection can be made to cumulative taxes, when they are
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